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Evidence of Public Involvement and Municipal Adoption
PuBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Public involvement in the planning process was important to the development of this CBPRP.
At least one opportunity for public involvement occurred in each of the MS4 jurisdictions
covered under this permit. Additional public involvement opportunities occurred at several
County-wide public meetings and meetings of interested community organizations.

The Lycoming County MS4 Planner conducted an “MS4 Roadshow” between January and
March 2015 in which a PowerPoint presentation was made to each municipal meeting. The
purpose of this Roadshow was to provide general MS4 information to municipal officials and the
public, discuss the CBPRP during its development, answer questions, and receive public input
on the MS4 program in general and the CBPRP. In addition to the MS4 Roadshow, several
stand-alone presentations at public meetings were made specifically about the CBPRP. The
input provided by the public and MS4 elected officials and staff who participated in these
meetings was crucial to the consultants and MS4 Planner in the development of the plan.

The following is a list of public education and public involvement opportunities provided during
the development of the CBPRP. It is estimated that more than 225 people attended the listed
meetings. At each listed meeting, a formal public comment period was held, and/or an open
guestion and answer period was provided. In addition to opportunities for in-person
participation, the list below also details the ways in which the public was notified of the plan
through the media and the public’s opportunity to provide input on the plan through electronic
means.

MS4 ROADSHOW PRESENTATIONS

Date (2015) Public Meeting Location

January 5 Lycoming Township Board of Supervisors 323 Dauber Rd., Cogan Station
January 13 Old Lycoming Township Board of Supervisors 1951 Green Ave., Williamsport

January 22 Williamsport City Council 245 West 4™ st., Williamsport
(meeting broadcast on Lycoming County Area Television—Comcast Channel 75)

January 27 Loyalsock Township Board of Supervisors 2501 East Third St., Williamsport
February 10 Hepburn Township Board of Supervisors 2702 Pleasant Valley Rd., Cogan Station
February 26 Pennsylvania College of Technology One College Ave., Williamsport

(special meeting advertised to the entire campus community)
March 2 Montoursville Borough Council 617 N. Loyalsock Ave., Montoursville

March 2 Fairfield Township Board of Supervisors 834 Fairfield Church Rd., Montoursville
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ADDITIONAL PUBLIC OUTREACH EVENTS

Date (2015) Event/Organization

January 8 Duboistown Borough Council
January 29 Municipal Summit, Lycoming County Planning Commission
January 14 Annual Watershed Forum, Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited (open to the public)

February 9 South Williamsport Borough Council

February 20 Quarterly Meeting, Lycoming County Chesapeake Bay Tributary Strategy Advisory

Committee
March 4 Monthly Meeting, Williamsport Tea Party (open to the public)
March 9 Media Advisory released by Lycoming County to publicize March 23 meeting; sent to all

local print, broadcast, radio, and other media outlets; also publicized on social media

March 10 & 12 Lycoming County Commissioners public meetings; information item presented to
publicize March 23 meeting

March 11 Special Meeting to review CBPRP draft held for MS4 officials (elected, staff, consultants)
March 17 Draft CBPRP posted on www.lyco.org for public review and comment
March 23 Public participation meeting for CBPRP; presentation given, comments received

MUNICIPAL ADOPTION

Formal adoption of this plan by a vote of municipal governing bodies is not a DEP requirement.
DEP only requires that the responsible person listed on the permit sign the plan. However, the
Lycoming County MS4 Coalition determined that formal adoption of the plan was important to
establishing and demonstrating full buy-in and support of this plan and its implementation
schedule.

Due to the accelerated timetable under which this complex plan was completed, municipal
adoption of the final CBPRP at public meetings was not possible prior to the April 1 deadline for
submission of this plan to PA DEP. The final CBPRP will be presented for municipal adoption at
the MS4 permittees’ April and May public meetings. When municipal adoption is completed,
DEP will be notified via letter by the Lycoming County MS4 Planner. Note that the Pennsylvania
College of Technology is not a municipality and therefore will not be adopting this plan at a
public meeting. However, the plan has been reviewed and approved by appropriate staff.

Although final municipal adoption was not completed by April 1, the Lycoming County MS4
Coalition and elected officials actively participated in the creation of this plan. The Williamsport
Area Joint Permittees worked closely with the MS4 Planner and the consultant to develop the
plan, through phone calls and correspondence, during the events listed above, and through
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monthly Coalition meetings. Each MS4 entity sends at least one representative to participate in
the MS4 Coalition meetings, and they also receive regular email updates between meetings. As
discussed above, a special briefing was provided by the consultant and Lycoming County staff
to elected officials, who then had an opportunity to request revisions prior to the plan’s release
for public comment. The responsible parties from the Williamsport Area Joint Permittees have
approved this plan, pending final adoption by municipal officials.

MEDIA COVERAGE

Coverage of the CBPRP planning process in local media is included at the end of this Appendix.
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Domers Bar and Grill had people in shamrock costumes, left photo, passing out candy while walk-
ing down West Fourth Street during the Williamsport St. Patrick’s Parade on Saturday. At right, a
young participant in the parade passes out candy.

Public meeting
on stormwater
plan next week

From Staff Reports

How local communities plan to improve water
3ualil,3r in the area and address the environmental
amage done by stormwater runoff will be the sub-
ject of a public meeting from 4 to 6 p.m. Monday in

the Lycoming County

commissioners’  board- I

room at the Executive > IF YOU

Plaza, 330 Pine St. _
The ecounty depart- * WHAT Public meeting

ment of planning and to address municipal
commmunity development enviranmeantal
will present a draft ver- requirements

gion of its Chesapeake i
Bay Pollutant Reduction "m'rl.idl:-;m 6 p.m.

Plan, a requirement of . :
the state Department of * WHERE: Lycoming

Environmental County commissioners’
Protection meant to boardroom, Executive
reduce hazardous dis- Plaza, 330 Pine St.
charge into the

Chesapeake Bay.

The plan is on behalf
of the Williamsport Joint Municipal Separate Storm
Sewer Syvstems area, a coalition of eight commumnities
that have sought the county’s assistance in meeting
state and federal environmental requirements.

Members of the public are encouraged to attend
for their input.

In addition, the county planning department will
be accepting written public comments until March 27.

The draft plan will be available for viewing online
this week at the county’'s website, Ww.l}'cn.ur%.

The ceoalition includes Hepburn, Fairfield,
Lovalsock, Lycoming and Old Lycoming townships,
as well as Williamsport, Montoursville and
Pennsylvania College of Technology.
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State counties seek to keep impact fee on shale wells
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State

i{From Page A-1)

Pennsylvania's economy,
not for the economy of
Texas or Louisiana or
someplace else,” Wolf said.
“So, to do that, we need to
make sure all
Pennsylvanians feel part-
nership, a sense of owner-
ghip in this industry and I
think a modest severance
tax, which I'm proposing,
would do that.”

The county commis-
sioners association has
asked the Republican-con-
trolled Legislature to keep
the structure of the impact
fee intact as lawmakers
consider Woll's proposal.
Last year, nearly $226
million wag distributed
from the 2013 impact fee.

Of that, $123 million
went to local govern-
ments, including 36 coun-
ties and about munie-
ipalities. The rest went to
state agencies, county con-
servation districts and
grant programs for bridge
construction, open space
protections and water
management.

Among counties, the
biggest recipients were
Bradford County at nearly
37 million, Washington
County in southwestern
Pennsylvania at 35.9 mil-
lion and Susquehanna
County at $5.4 million.

Among municipalities,
Lawrence Township in
Clearfield County received
the most, at $720,000, fol-

lowed by Sullivan
Township in Tioga County
($594,000) and Mount
Pleasant Township in
Washington County
(8507,000).

Under the 2012 law
that created the impact
fee, local governments can
use it for 13 purposes,
including cutting taxes or
fixing roads, bridges and
other infrastructure.

Sullivan County
returned more  than
$500,000 in property tax
reductions to almost 1,700
homeowners, according to
the county commissioners
association, Washington
County rehabbed four
bridges and spent
3195,000 to replace a 20-
vear-old hazardous mate-
rial truck with a new
state-of-the-art wvehicle,
the association said.

The 2014 impact fee
aﬂn&mmt owed I;ggi t}ﬁg
industry is expected to
announced in the coming
weeks.

Lycoming County
MS4 Coalition

runcl s canssorred by
M54 and -'I.-u:h:lr,-_:_-s-r:
{unreaced) into I
walerbodis
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CARA MORMNINGSTAR/
Sun-Gazetie

Two of the graphics
used during a
PowerPoint presenta-
tion Monday at
Executive Plaza

explaining the county's
stormwater runoff plan
that is needed to help
reduce pollution in the
Chesapeake Bay.

County plan addresses
stormwater runoff

{From Page A-1)

municipal streets, catch hasins, curbs,
gutters, ditches, man-made channels or
storm drains.

There are nearly 1,000 MS4s in the
state, Robinson said.

She said the loeal plan includes green
infrastructure initiatives that better
absorb stormwater into the ground before
it has the chance to discharge into local
streams, carrying pollutants such as sed-
iment, animal waste, chemicals or nutri-
ents like phosphorus and nitrogen.

Now available on the county’s website
for public viewing, the plan outlines 10
priority projects to reduce stormwater
runoff, including rain gardens in
Loyalsock and Old Lycoming townships.

Lehman said rain gardens allow water
to slowly filter into the ground and
recharge the water table underneath.

In several of the municipalities, there
are plans to replace areas conducive to
stormwater runoff, such as impervious
surfaces and buildings, with vegetation.

Lehman said the simple act of not
mowing the lawn as frequently can
reduce runoff.

She added that some of the mitiatives
are to be incorporated with existing or
planned infrastructure projects, so as to
keep costs low.

“We tried to put together a plan with

things that are already in the works,
rather than reinventing the wheel,” she
said.

Other, more highly engineered proj-
ects are included in the plan, such as an
underground storage system at Penn
College that collects runoff,

The M54 coalition doesn't have to meet
any quantitative goals, but must provide
tangible evidence of clean-water efforts to
the state, according to Lehman.

Still, yearly inspections of the locations
where stormwater enters loeal streams,
known as outfalls, must take place.

Robinson said there are 203 outfalls
within the joint MS4 area, the majority of
which are in Loyalsock Township and
Williamsport.

But Lehman warned that within the
next four to five vears, there could be a
higher standard of review for stormwater
management.

“This is just the warm-up round for
what we anticipate for the next cyele,” she
said.

The current MS4 permit expires in
four years.

“We'll have to start over again in
March 2019, unless the feds or state
change things,” she said. “But we're just
cogs in their wheel.”

The county planning department is
accepting public comment on the plan
until Friday.
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Teamwork leads
to plan to reduce
runoff from rain

By NICO SALVATORI
nsalvatori@®sungazette.com

State and federal mandates are no fun,
especially for local municipalities scram-
bling to meet cer-

IN THEIR tain  regulations

OWN WOR and avoid devas-
Ds tating fines. But

big  government
isnt  altogether

“These are cool "I

Lycoming
pmle“:ts'" County employees

recently discovered
Megan Lehman, i{."s silﬂml‘ ]iﬂjréga ats
they helped devel-
Isad county planner op a plan to reduce
the amount of
stormwater runoff
entering local
gtreams that lead to the Chesapeake Bay.
“It really forced these communities to
work together,” Megan Lehman, lead plan-
ner of the county department of planning
and community development, told the Sun-
(zazette.
She was referring to a local coalition,

(See TEAMWORE, Page A-7)




Teamwork leads to plan
to cut stormwater runoff

(From Page A-1)

made up of seven munici-
palities and a college, that
sought the county's assis-
tance to meet stormwalter
requirements set by the
state  Department of
Environmental Protection
and the Environmental
Protection Agency.

The group is known as
the Williamsport joint
M54 area, which includes
the city, Montoursville,
Penn College, and
Hepburn, Fairfield,
Loyalsock, Lycoming and
Old Lycoming townships.

M54 stands for muniei-
pal separate storm sewer
gystem, or any system that
collects and conveys
stormwater, which often
contains pollutants like sed-
iment, animal waste and
chemieals, or the nutrients
phosphorus and nitrogen.

Detailed in the
Chesapeake Bay Pollutant
Reduction Plan, which
must be submitted to the
state by April 1, are 10 pri-
ority projects designed to
reduce stormwater runoff.
Some of them already
exist, but others will be
meorporated into upeom-
mg municipal projects.

That approach keeps
coste  low and those
invaolved hope it becomes a
maodel for future develop-
ment.

By making stormwater
rumoff management a com-
ponent of any new infra-
structure project, it won't
be a concern later on when
state and federal agencies
come knocking, according
to Lauren Robinson, a
stormwater management
coordinator hired to pro-
vide expertise to the
municipalities and allevi-
ate their workload. Her
position, which county
commissioners approved
last year, is funded by the
M54 communities.

She said the priority
projects were chosen based
on a criteria of cost-savings
and feasibility. Another
factor was proximity to
high priority waters,
according to Julian Fine,

rofessional engineer with

ichael Baker Jr. Inc., the
contractor that helped
develop the plan.

Though the projects will
be funded by the respec-
tive municipalities,
Robin=zon said the county
could assist with finding
funding sources.

In 0Old Lycoming
Township, a rain garden
will become part of the
township's recyeling facili-
ty when it moves from
Dewey Avenue to a loca-
tion on Princeton Avenue.

Work is expected to last
a few months but should be
complete by the end of the
vear, according to Bob
Whitford, township man-
ager.

Rain gardens allow
water to slowly filter into
the ground and recharge
the water table under-
neath, according to
Lehman,

“These are cool proj-
ects,” she said, noting that
though stormwater runoff
management is mandated,
it still can be done in cre-
ative ways. "“There are
guality of life benefits,
These are good things that
can help our local waters,”

Officials in
Montoursville are keeping
stormwater management
in mind as they develop a
master plan to improve
Indian Park and the ponds
there, according to Ginny
Gardner, borough secre-
tary and treasurer,

In several of the MS4
communities, there are
plans to acquire and clear
flood-prone properties and
return them to open space,
not only as an ongoing
flood mitigation effort, but
to promote vegetation and
natural habitats.

Replacing those imper-
vious surfaces with vegeta-
tion prevents stormwater
from discharging into local
gtreams,.

Another priority proj-
ect, a infiltration trench at
Pennsylvania College of
Technology, already 18 col-
lecting stormwater and
helping to recharge the
water table.

A rain garden and two
stormwater infiltration
bazsing in  Lowalsock
Township are outlined in
the plan. Such basins use
native wvegetation with
high pollutant resistance

to store and treat runoff,
freeing wup municipal
emplovees and equipment.

Each priority i= an
infrastructure project, but
they aren't all set in stone,
according to Lehman., If
any of the projects aren't
realized, an equivalent
substitute project must be
proposed at some point,

The pollutant reduction
plan outlines also methods
to reduce stormwater
runoff that don't involve
infrastructure, such as
public outreach, educa-
tional signage and recom-
mendations for municipal-
ities to review and 1ip-rrale
ordinances related to
stormwater.

The complete plan is
available on the county's
website, but today is the
last day the county plan-
ning department will
accept public comment.
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