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Field Communications Manual


16.0
RADIO TEST, ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS, ETC.

16.1
In/Out of Service Announcements

The Communications Center will announce the in and out of service conditions - hydrants, streets, and fire equipment.  Daily at 0830 and 1830 hours, the Communication Center will broadcast fire equipment/apparatus listed as out of service on Fire Frequency 1.  For any piece of equipment expected to be out of service for more than five (5) days, the Chief should make arrangements to have response cards adjusted.

16.2
Special Announcement Guidelines

1.
Announcements from the outside agencies are done daily at 0830, 1801 and 2400 hours.  (Emergency situations may dictate a modified announcement time.)  If the announcement pertains to only one fire station, the home alert tone will be used unless specified otherwise.  All other announcements receive the standard alert tone.

2.
Other than at regularly scheduled announcement times, any announcement pertaining to one fire station is made by that fire station or other agency.

3.
The Communications Center will NOT make any announcements concerning manpower for bingo, fairs, turkey raffles, work details, suppers, carnivals, or any similar activities per FCC Regulations 90.21.


4.        Acceptable announcements made by County Control include changes in meeting and training sessions.
5.     Scheduled meetings are not announced.  The next meeting date should  
    be incorporated in the month’s meeting minutes.

6.      Death Announcements are made at the designated times when 

deemed appropriate.

7.      The agency requesting the announcement provides all pertinent

     information and state what times they want the announcement

     broadcast.

8.     Announcements may be made from the department’s base 

    station at anytime.  As a courtesy, County Control requests a phone

    call prior to this to confirm there is no critical radio traffic. 

9.    All Sullivan County special announcements shall follow the same 

   rules as Lycoming County.
16.3
County Control reserves the right to cancel any test, special 

announcement, or informational type report, if by its issuance, it will 
adversely affect any incident which is in progress.
16.4
Weather Announcements


A special announcement is issued for the following weather conditions:

1. Severe Thunderstorm Watch or Warning

2. Tornado Watch or Warning

3. Small Stream or River Flood Watch or Warning

a. River readings

b. River crests

4. Winter Storm Watch or Warning

Between the hours of 2300 and 1500, the Telecommunicators will use their discretion to determine if the weather announcements are appropriate to put out.
16.5 Homeland Security Advisory System

When there is a Imminent Threat Advisory message issued as part of 
National Advisory Alert Level the Communication Center will activate the

Fire All Call and digitally page all Fire Chiefs.  The Fire Chief will advise 

The 9-1-1 Center by telephone if their department is going to activate.  

Further information will follow as needed.  

Alert Levels:
• “Elevated Threat”: Warns of a credible terrorist threat against the United States 

• “Imminent Threat”: Warns of a credible, specific, and impending terrorist threat against the United States 
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