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6.0
DESIGNATIONS

6.1
Radio Designator Display - To assist the 9-1-1 Center to rapidly identify open microphone scenarios, MAYDAY or similar immediate calls for assistance and to assist with the recovery of stolen radio equipment, DPS has implemented Radio Designator Display requirements

Any NEW Radio coming “on-line” with the County’s 9-1-1 Center’s radio system operating on Primary Dispatch frequency shall have that radio equipped with a Radio Designator Display meeting the Motorola MDC 1200 signaling requirement and be Pre-ID (meaning that the 9-1-1 Center gets the ID before the transmission) effective May 1, 2012.

ALL Field User radios of existing fire departments, EMS services, Law Enforcement, and EMA dispatched by the Lycoming County 9-1-1 Center shall be converted to a Pre-ID radio designator display compatible with the County’s 9-1-1 dispatch consoles no later than November 1, 2012.  A department may submit a written request for consideration for an extension based upon potential economic hardships.

The existing 9-1-1 Center equipment can support UP to 11 spaces/characters for a radio designator display.  The designator display viewed by the TC’s shows the “conversion” from the unique ID for the radio (to the up to 11 character) designator display when the signal is received here at 9-1-1 Center.

Designations are kept STANDARD and assigned by DPS/9-1-1 Staff.

EXAMPLES:

For a portable radio assigned to an individual fire fighter/EMS response person:

A mobile radio on an apparatus

Engine 26 (mobile radio)


ENG26

A mobile radio assigned a Chief Officer
CHIEF ####

A portable radio assigned a Chief

CHIEF ### P

6.2
Station Designations - Each of the departments is designated by a one or two digit number.  This designation is utilized in identifying the station apparatus and officers of that department.

6.3
Officers' Designations - Each officer of the department is identified by their title and the appropriate station number.  The approved designations for use on Fire Frequency 1 are:   Chief, Assistant Chief, Captain, Lieutenant, Inspector, and Safety Officer.  If more than one position exists, the designation is prefaced by a one, two, etc.


EXAMPLE:  Station 51

Position






Radio Designation

Chief







Chief 51

Assistant Chief





Chief 1-51

Captain






Captain 51

Lieutenant






Lieutenant 51

Inspector






Inspector 51

Ambulance Captain/EMS Officer


EMS Captains

Fire Police Captain




Fire Police Captain 51
Fire Police Lieutenant




Fire Police Lieutenant 51


Safety Officer





Safety Officer 51


Emergency Medical Technician



EMT 51


Paramedic






Paramedic 51


Platoon Chief





Platoon Chief 91


Portable






Portable 2

6.4
For any designations other than those listed to be used on the radio, a letter must be submitted to the Fire Chief’s Advisory Board Communications/ Operations Committee for approval.

6.5
Apparatus Designation - Each apparatus of the department is identified by the appropriate station number and that particular piece of equipment.  If more than one type of the same apparatus exists, the designation is prefaced by a one, two, or three, etc.  Example:  Engine 20, Engine 1-20.

6.6
Definitions of Apparatus recommended by the Fire Chiefs' Advisory Board and EMS Council and authorized by the Department of Public Safety are listed below:

ENGINE - Apparatus capable of pumping 500 GPM or greater and having at minimum a 500 gallon water tank, hose body with a minimum of 500 foot of supply hose, and ladders (roof, extension, & attic).  Recommended compliance with NFPA 1901 Standards.  (Ref. Chapters 3, 4, and 10)

LADDER - Aerial ladder truck having a minimum extension ladder of 65' or greater and carrying other ladder types.  Recommended compliance with NFPA 1901 Standards.

TOWER - Elevating platform of the telescoping type, which is capable of maintaining a master stream from the elevated platform.  Recommended compliance with NFPA 1901 Standards.

ATTACK – Vehicle with a pump, having a water tank, and limited structural firefighting capabilities.  The designation TRUCK will no longer be issued to new/replacement equipment after 11 April 2014.
RESCUE - Vehicle carrying equipment used in conjunction with fire and rescue operations.  This unit should be capable of light and/or heavy-duty rescue.  Including, but not limited to, extrication.
SQUAD- Vehicle rated as a Class A pumper which carries manpower, is capable of providing fire support/suppression, is generator and air cascade equipped, and is capable of providing heavy duty rescue, including, but not limited to multiple rescue capabilities.  Vehicle rescue, hazardous terrain rescue, etc.  Recommended compliance with NFPA 1901 Standards. (Ref. Chapters 3, 4, and 10)

TANKER - Vehicle carrying a minimum of 1,250 gallons of water.  Should be capable of loading, hauling, and discharging water efficiently.

SNORKEL - Vehicle having an articulating boom for firefighting, which is capable of maintaining a master stream from the elevated position.  Recommended compliance with NFPA 1201 Standards.

AMBULANCE - Vehicle providing transportation to patients staffed by EMTs.  Licensure certification and compliance with Commonwealth Law Act 37 Rules and Regulations.

CAR - Vehicle used for fire department activities.  Not directly involved with firefighting operations, other than for command functions.

BOAT- Watercraft used for water rescues and searches.

BRUSH - Vehicle with a pump, having a water tank, and equipped for wild fire suppression.

UTILITY - Vehicle capable of transporting personnel and miscellaneous fire/rescue equipment.

MOBILE AIR – Vehicle/TRAILER capable of processing a continuous supply of breathable air.

SCUBA- Manpower and equipment used for underwater search and rescue.

MEDICAL DIRECTOR – The person assigned to direct an EMS Service, Medical Command Facility or Specialized Response Team.  Duties include assisting with command and control, patient care activities during a disaster, mass casualty incident or a required field response

MEDIC UNIT - ALS (Advanced Life Support) Vehicle staffed with advanced life support personnel without transport capability of the patient.

MICU (Mobile Intensive Care Unit) - Vehicle staffed with advanced life support personnel (paramedic) capable of transporting patients.

REEL - Vehicle that has a reel carrying a minimum of one thousand feet (1000') of large diameter hose (LDH).

SPECIAL UNIT - Vehicle capable of transporting personnel and miscellaneous fire/rescue/EMS equipment.

ATV – All Terrain Vehicle capable of transporting limited personnel and minimal equipment into areas that conventional vehicles cannot make access. 

UTV – Utility Transport Vehicle is a multi-wheeled specialized All Terrain – vehicle capable of transporting multiple personnel, a skid type tank and pump unit, and/or stokes basket or other equipment into areas that conventional vehicles cannot access.
TRAILER – A non-self propelled unit for transporting equipment and/or providing fire ground/incident support services.
IMU – A vehicle used for the purpose of mobile command post and communication hub to assist the Incident Commander/Incident Management Team with an asset to provide command, control and communications for the coordination of resources
BATTALION – a vehicle that responds to an incident and can be used as an incident command post or to support incident command functional areas (operations, water supply, rehabilitation as examples).  Equipment carried should include but not be limited to:  Command Board(s), Radios, SCBA, a Multi-gas meter, and a thermal imaging camera.  Staffing should be at least one Chief or Station officer.
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