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Neighborhood

improvement
projects get
$200,000 grant

By ELIZABETH REGAN
eregan@lockhaven, com

The Lycoming County commissioners Thursday
Elfpn:wed“: SQ{KEDEH.I t from the Pennsybrania
Houzing  AfMerdability and Rehabilitation
Enhancement  funding for  the Brodaert
Neighborhood Imprivement Program for interior
and exterior and safefy improvements.

Willisun Eelly, deputy director for county plan-
ning and community development, said the project
ia essentially recapturing maney from the Act 13
impact foe with this *quality project,” for FPHARF's
Homes in Meed program,

As STEP Inc. is con-
Lycoming County .3t do the work,

g non Hachells Abbhott, the
T agency’s director of plan-

ning, told the commis-
sioners home owners
make up about 50 por-
cant of the program.

Helly said there are several funding sources
restricted to hofme owner-occupied dwellings, bot
they are developing more funding sources for
rental properties,

Abbott said they distributed 40 applications to
interested parties, and there are corvently 14
applicanta eligible oot of 2 neighberhood 160
houses in the ial Avenwe ares, OF those, five
are reqady bo andit,

The program will also offer workshops for recip-
ients to tench them how to be "home ske
with financing and other claagsa.

“We're not just werking on homes, but the poo-
ple who live there,™ Abbott ssid.

Helly aaid the workshops are a real investment
in pecple’s futires,

He algo expressed excitement that individuals
and families who earn wp to 2080 percent of the
area median income are eligible for thess funda,

“We're trying to reach working follss,” he said.

Kelly eaid the county san rocw Act 13
mnavey thek wae designated for PHA programs
through grant requesta.

Lycoming County townshipe can only keep
FE00,000 from Aot 19 funde, butmia..g;fllrﬁ:-r
“owerflow” funds through grants, Kelly sai

Liast year, the county received $1.1 million from
Act_ 13 funds firom Those fumda were,
acerued by Act 13 impact fee funds from Penn,
Cogan House and Commings townehips.

The $200,000 is the first inatallment of that
$1.1 million towsrd the Brodart Neighborhood
Improvement Program.

The rest will be funneled into the Williamsport
Housing Strategy program, an wmbrella program
for the project,

issiomare credited state Sen. E. Bugene
Yew, F-Loyaleock Township, with helping to craft |
the Act 13 ﬁ::labnn and ensuring P Tuarad- |
ing is avail bo the county, o



