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Field Communications Manual


14.0   PENNSYLVANIA STATE POLICE & MUNICIPAL POLICE 

RESPONSE

14.1
The Pennsylvania State Police, in conjunction with the Lycoming County Communications Center, recognize the need for Fire Officers in the field to expedite the response of wreckers to an accident scene for traffic control or logistical reasons of removing a damaged automobile from a roadway.  As a means to that end, the following policy is used by Fire Officers, the Lycoming County Communications Center and the Pennsylvania State Police.

14.2
When a Fire Officer arrives at an accident scene and has knowledge that the State Police will not arrive on-the-scene in a reasonable length of time, he will:


a.
Check with the operator of each vehicle to ascertain which wrecker is requested.


b.
Contact the Communications Center and advise which wrecker is requested by the operator.

The Telecommunicator, in turn, will notify the State Police Communications Officer of this information.  The State Police Communications Officer will make the notification to the wrecker service to respond to the incident.  The State Police Communications Officer will inform the Communications Center the ETA of the wrecker.  The Fire Officer in the field will be advised.

14.3
This policy is used with the understanding that the vehicle will not be moved until authorized by the Trooper on-the-scene and when there is no immediate threat to the patients in the vehicle(s).

This policy applies only to fire districts served by the Pennsylvania State Police.  Some fire districts are served by local municipal police departments.  These police departments will develop their own policies with their respective fire departments.

14.4 Police Response ALS/BLS Calls

The following are incidents to which County Control will automatically dispatch a police unit:

· Request of a field unit

· Dog Bite

· Assault Victim

· Attempted Suicide (overdose, cut wrists, etc.)

· Shooting

· Stabbing

· Intoxicated individual who is unconscious

· Person down, unknown details

· Mental Patients

· Vehicle accidents, unknown injuries or injuries

· Pedestrian Struck by Vehicle

· Vehicle fire (if the vehicle was moving)

· Lost person

· Drowning

· Jumpers

· Airplane Crash

· Hanging

· Expired Person

All police agencies in Lycoming County, with the exception of Pennsylvania State Police, will respond on these calls.  The State Police will respond at their discretion.  There may be a time when a Police unit has not been dispatched and the EMS unit on the scene determines that the incident warrants the dispatch of police.  Should this occur the following transmissions should be used:

POLICE ROUTINE – to be used for a routine response by the police agency for a complaint where there is no threat to health, safety, or life of the staff or citizens.  The Communication Center may ask for additional information in considerable detail to clarify the situation.

POLICE URGENT – to be used where circumstances are developing where there may be a potential risk to health, safety, or life to staff or citizens.  The Communication Center may request additional details, but only brief to the point responses are expected.

POLICE EMERGENCY – Initiation of the emergency alert button on a portable radio or the user stating they have a police emergency.  This indicates there is an immediate danger to the health, safety, or life of staff or citizens.  No response is necessary if the situation will not permit it and County Control will handle this as a true police emergency per their policy.
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