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32.0 SPECIALIZED TASK FORCES
32.1
PA COMPANY 6
PA Company 6 Rescue Task Force is made up of firefighters from Lycoming County fire stations that have received special training and is used to assist Fire/Rescue/EMS agencies in and around Lycoming County to deal with difficult technical rescue situations. They include but are not limited to: Trench Rescue, Confined Space Rescue, Structural Collapse Rescue, Rope Rescues, and Commercial and/or Agricultural Rescues. This team is comprised of personnel specially trained to handle these types of situations.

The three leaders of this team are designated as “Regional Element Officer(s)” they are a unified command without hierarchy.  All leaders should be notified for all matters.  All three leaders can be contacted by using a single email address.  The Regional Element Officer’s and their contact information are listed in the county telephone number spreadsheet under “PA Company 6”. 

This team may be requested at the discretion of the Incident Commander or responding line officers of any Lycoming County Fire/Rescue/EMS agency or surrounding counties.  In addition, if the Telecommunicator feels that it is an incident that would benefit from the team being placed on standby to respond, they should do so. 

When PA Company 6 is requested to respond the Telecommunicator will attach PACO6 to the CFS and will dispatch it as a Special Call in the following manner:

Activate tone for PA Company 6 (PACO6)

Pa Company 6 (you do not need to say individual stations as shown on the box card)

Special Call

Location

Details

Repeat and give the time

The Telecommunicator will document any pertinent information into the CFS.

32.2 
TASK FORCE 81
Decon Task Force is a group trained to provide decontamination to victims, responders, and small equipment.  The group is comprised of firefighters from numerous fire stations throughout the county.  

The Decon Team Task Force can be requested at any hazardous materials incident where the public or responders have been or may become contaminated from the release of hazardous material.  When the Team is requested by the Incident Commander or a front line officer we will dispatch them as a “Special Call”.  When the request is made, the Telecommunicator will pull Box 81 and make the appropriate dispatch. 

Station Tones (All-Call, Task Force Tone, individual station tones as noted on the card)

“Decon Task Force 81

Special Call

Location

Details”

Repeat and give the time.

 Many of those involved with this group do not have portable radios so they will call the Center by telephone to advise they are responding. Once a member calls to advise they are responding, this will be documented under Comments in the CFS.   Once there are several members responding, the Telecommunicator will advise the Incident Commander that the Decon Task Force is responding.  

Attach Task Force 81 to the original CFS.

Once the Decon Task Force has been requested and dispatched, the Telecommunicator will page the Chief Emergency Preparedness Planner to advise him of the situation.

45.3   TASK FORCE 82 (TF82)

LTS Medical Strike Team is made up of the following ambulance services: Old Lycoming, Jersey Shore (2 teams), Susquehanna Health, Mansfield, Gale Hose and Blossburg.  The only time this team will be activated is if another county/state contacts PEMA, they in turn contact the Department of Health Director, who contacts either the EMS Manager or the Director who will contact the Communications Center.  The Telecommunicator will start a CFS using 542 County Farm Rd as the address, the name of the person making the request would be the reporting party, the incident code would be special call and the summary field should be “E TF82 ACTIVATE”.  All other information should be documented in the comments field. 

When Task Force 82 is requested to respond the Telecommunicator will attachTF82 to the CFS and will dispatch it as a Special Call in the following manner:

Activate Tone for Task Force 82 (TF82)

Task Force 82

Special Call

Strike Team Leaders call the Center

Repeat and give the time

Upon completion of dispatch the Telecommunicator is to contact Tioga County on the direct line, advise them of the special call and request that they notify Mansfield, Gale Hose and Blossburg.

The EMS Manager or the Director will give a phone number for the Team Leaders to call.  Only the Strike Team Leaders should be calling for the information.

The Telecommunicator will document any pertinent information into the CFS.

32.3 TASK FORCE 83 (TF83)
The Tiadaghton Fire Fighters Association is a group trained to provide forest fire support and search/rescue support for lost individuals anywhere in the State of Pennsylvania.  This group works under the direction of DCNR, under the supervision of the Fire Inspector.  Some of their incidents may be outside of Lycoming County.

TFFA will be identified as Task Force 83.  They have been issued their own tone and are authorized to us the Captain designations.  They will have three Captains, 83, 1-83 and 2-83 and they have been given authorization to utilize County Fire Frequency 1.  In the event that a Captain is not able to respond and there is an on scene emergency a crew member may call using the designation “Portable 83, 1-83, etc”.  

Task Force 83 can be requested by any Incident Commander for fire ground support and by any Chief or Officer for search and rescue support.  When Task Force 83 is requested they will be dispatched as a special call.  The Telecommunicator will attach Task Force 83 to the original CFS.  The dispatch will be as follows:

Task Force 83 Tone

“Task Force 83

Special Call

Location

Details

Repeat

Time”

Captain 83 is to advise County when they are responding and with how many crew members.  They will be responding from  the Woodward Township Fire Hall.  The Telecommunicator will relay the information to the Incident Commander. It will be the responsibility of the Captain to notify the Fire Inspector that they have been requested. 

32.5
WATER RESCUE TASK FORCE (TF 84)

The Water Rescue Task Force is made up of specially trained firefighters and divers from Stations 12, 39 and 630. It is used to assist Fire/Rescue/EMS agencies in and around Lycoming and Sullivan Counties to perform the following:  

1. Underwater Scuba Rescue, search and recovery including victims and or evidence/objects.

2. Ice rescue, including people who are:  on the ice, through the ice and under the ice.

3. Still water rescues

4. Swiftwater rescues

5. Rescue of flooding victims in both still and moving water

6. Assistance with Haz Mat operations involving water, scuh as boom placements.  

TF84 has an IMU (630), 9 boats, including 1 pontoon search and recovery vessel, 3 aluminum hulled boats and 5 inflatable boats.

TF84 is listed on box cards and shows as part of the recommendation for some departments, however they may be special called for incidents as well.

If TF84 part of the initial dispatch,  activate their pager tones just like any other fire department,  as well as any others listed in the recommendations and attach the units in the recommendation. As the individual units respond (Boat 12, Boat 39 etc.), attach them to the CFS.

If they are special called, the following actions will be performed:

Activate TF84 pager tones.

“Task Force 84 (**you do not need to say individual stations)   Special Call

Location

Details”

Repeat and give the time.

Attach Rescue Task Force 84 to the original CFS. As the individual units respond, attach them to the CFS.

32.6
FIRE POLICE TASK FORCE (TF 85)

Lycoming County Fire Police Task Force is made up of a group of trained Fire Police. The only time this team will be activated is if there is a working incident that appears it will last for a long period of time and/or a major incident.  It is up to the Incident Commander to request this team.

When Task Force 85 is requested to respond the Telecommunicator will attach TF85 to the CFS and will dispatch it as a Special Call in the following manner:

Activate tone for Task Force 85 (TF 85)

Task Force 85

Special Call

Captain 85 call the center for information

Repeat and give the time

The Telecommunicator will document any pertinent information into the CFS.

If there is a request for a non-emergency response, such as a parade or a memorial service advise the caller they should make direct contact with any Station 85 officer. (Captain 85-Ted Knarr, Captain 1-85 – Scott Hanner)
32.7
TANKER TASK FORCE

In 1996, the Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania along with the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency declared a water shortage emergency in the State of Pennsylvania.  The Fire Chief’s Advisory Board appointed a Water Supply Committee, who in turn adopted the Tanker Task Force as a resource list to be utilized during large scale fires to transport water to the scene.

The Tanker Task Force List is kept at the fire/EMS position and if a unit on the scene requests them, the tankers listed for that station are dispatched as a special call, based on how many were requested.
S32

2/2015

