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COUNTY OF LYCOMING EMA QUARTERLY TRAINING 
(Emergency Management  Coordinators serving the municipalities of Lycoming County) 

 

The next County of Lycoming EMA Quarterly Training will be held on: 
 

*DATE CHANGE* 
WEDNESDAY - June 28, 2017 - 6:30 pm 

 
At 

 

LYCOMING COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
542 COUNTY FARM ROAD, SUITE 101 

   MONTOURSVILLE, PA   17754                
        
 

                       KEYNOTE SPEAKER:   MR. MARK DAVIDSON, DIRECTOR 
         LYCOMING COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

MEETING TOPIC DETAILS 
 

For the next EMA quarterly training, our                 

presenter will be Mark Davidson from the 

Lycoming County Conservation District.  The 

discussion will focus on streambank related 

issues immediately following a flood event. 

Topics will include: Conservation District 

Role following a flood event; Federal and 

State and local aid that may be available to 

homeowners or municipalities; permitting 

discussions related to stream debris, gravel 

bars, and crossings; and how can the         

municipality assist us.  
 

Please join us to get a first hand look at the 

exciting new service available to Lycoming 

County residents. 
 

 Hope to see you there!  
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MASS CASUALTY INCIDENT EXERICSE 

 
 On April 30, 2017 the        

Lycoming County Department of 

Public Safety participated in the 

UPMC Susquehanna Mass Casualty 

Incident Exercise which took place in 

down town Williamsport. The      

scenario of the exercise was a       

terrorist attack at the Grand Slam  

Parade. There were several mock  

fatalities and injuries along with a 

stand-off hostage situation. 

 
 The scenario began with two 

gunman jumping out of the back of a 

truck in the area of West Fourth and Pine Street intersection. The truck was then driven into the 

crowd of parade spectators along West Fourth Street. The two gunmen entered the Chamber of 

Commerce  building and opened fire. The initial officer entering the building after the gunmen 

was fatally wounded by a gun shot but was able to get off a shot wounding one of the gunmen. 

This triggered a massive response by many emergency  response agencies including police    

officers, EMS, and the hostage negotiation team.   

 
 Our Department assisted with operations within our alternate Emergency Operations 

Center located at the Third Street Plaza across from the County Courthouse. The EMA staff  

assisted with Knowledge Center log entries, preparation of Incident Action Plans for future   

operating periods, and additional assistance was given to the hostage negotiations team as      

requested. The EMS staff assisted with preparing the “victims” by applying fake blood and   

injuries to many volunteer participants. EMS also supplied manikins to serve as fatalities. Our 

lone IT person, Diana Cleveland, helped assist with any issues that arose with connectivity        

between the EOC and command, as well as establishing connection between the EOC and the 

PEMA supplied video feed. 

 
 This exercise presented a very scary and serious scenario that will hopefully never occur, 

but it was a great opportunity for the entire emergency response community to exercise what to 

do prior to being faced with the actual event. The UPMC staff and the many emergency         

response agencies are to be applauded for their massive time and effort put into this exercise.  

 
 Lycoming County Department of Public Safety would like to thank UPMC Susquehanna 

and the numerous agencies involved to make this exercise a tremendous learning experience.    

Photo from the Williamsport Sun-Gazette 
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Continued on page 4 
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  Severe Weather Safety Tips (continued from page 3) 
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Notes from the Director… 
 

I want to take some time to update you on several projects ongoing at the Department of Public Safety.   

DPS/911 is moving forward with seven other counties to purchase a replacement 911 phone system for the 

communications centers in the region.  We are all planning to utilize a single 911 phone system to maximize 

efficiency, redundancy, and some projected operational costs savings.  The plan is for the communications   

connectivity between the participating counties to be completed by late summer and the phone system to be 

installed and operational by late fall.  The regional project is funded by PEMA911 funding.   

 

DPS has attained a professional service agreement with MCM Consulting to conduct a field user needs         

assessment for the design recommendation of our next County-level public safety radio system. A meeting to 

discuss communications needs and a detailed survey will be forthcoming.      

 

The County of Lycoming has continued to utilize the SWIFT911 system for mass notification.  Recently, in 

conjunction with the American Red Cross, we issued a SWIFT911 message to residents of Jersey Shore      

Borough concerning smoke detector installation teams operating in the Borough.  Over 218 smoke detectors 

were installed during the May 2017 event.  The issues encountered with the Tornado Watch message from the 

National Weather Service on May 1, 2017 have been reviewed. Future Tornado Watch statements from the 

NWS, forwarded by DPS/SWIFT911  to fixed/hard lined phones ,will not be the entire Watch message just a 

prompt that the NWS has issued a Tornado Watch for Lycoming County. 

 

On a closing note, PLEASE ensure you forward copies of your certification or training certificates to the DPS 

Office.  Many of these programs are available on-line for your convenience. 

 

THANKS!    

  

                                    John 

 

VACANT EMC POSITIONS 

 

In accordance with Title 35, all municipalities in the Commonwealth must have an Emergency 
Management Coordinator.  Currently, the following do not.  If you or anyone you know would 
be interested in this position, please contact the Lycoming County EMA office at                  
570-433-4461. 

 

BRADY TOWNSHIP 

MCHENRY TOWNSHIP 

MCINTYRE TOWNSHIP 

MCNETT TOWNSHIP 

UPPER FAIRFIELD TOWNSHIP 
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Grilling Safety Tips 

 
Every year dozens of people are injured and hundreds of fires are reported  
because of grilling accidents. With the growing popularity of outdoor cooking, 
the problem  promises to get worse before it gets better. 
 

The leading cause of injuries from gas grilling is leaking fuel line. Improperly   
connected hoses, cracked or broken hoses, misaligned venturi  tubes can    
release unlit propane that can quickly build up and cause an explosion. 
 

When it comes to out-of-control gas grill fires, identify the source of the fire. If 
the fire is in the grill itself then carefully turn the control knobs and let the fire die 
down. If the fire is under the grill and you can get to the fuel tank, turn off the 

tank. This should kill the fire almost immediately. If it does not, or if you cannot get to the tank valve, get away 
from the grill and call 9-1-1. 
 

Charcoal presents its own risk due to carbon monoxide poisoning. Burning charcoal produces a lot of this gas. 
There were over 20 deaths in the U.S. last year alone from carbon monoxide poisoning associated with  
charcoal grilling. 
 

The leading cause of injury related to the use of lighter fluids, is attempting to relight charcoal. Pouring lighter 
fluid onto hot coals causes the fluid to quickly vaporize. These vapors become extremely flammable. Without 
a strong wind the explosive vapors will not dissipate and will wait  around for you to light the match. 
 

The Rules of Safe Grilling are as follows: 
 

1. Location is everything. Grills need to be kept away from houses, fences, trees and anything else with a 
propensity for burning. This includes all around the grill as well as above. A good idea is to stand in front 
of your grill and imagine  a large flare-up. Will the house survive? Will everything else? If the answer is 
“yes” then you have a good location. 

2. Be prepared to fight a fire. Having close access to water or a fire extinguisher is a very good idea.  
       Remember that water can cause grease fires to literally explode so if you need to put out a grease fire 
 you need to be a safe distance from it. If you go with a fire extinguisher, make sure you know how to use 
 it. When you do need to use it, you might not have time to read the instructions. 
3. Keep flammable materials far away from your grill. Do not store lighter fluids in close  proximity to your 

grill. If a can of lighter fluid gets too hot it can explode. Also, never add lighter fluid or any flammable liquid 
to a burning fire.  

4. When lighting a gas grill, use the 10 to 5 rule. If the grill does not start within 10 seconds, turn off the gas, 
leave the lid open and give it 5 minutes before you try again. Propane gas can develop into a large cloud 
quickly. 

5. Frequently check gas lines for leaks. Brushing soapy water over the hoses and connectors will show you 
any potential leaks. Make sure you go over every part of the gas line from the tank to the burner. If you 
find a leak, you need to replace the part before you grill again. 

6. Make sure that the fire is out when you are done. With a gas grill, turn off the control valves and the tank 
valve. Make sure that any burning grease is put out and let the grill cool completely before you cover it. 
On a charcoal grill, replace the lid and close all vents. Let the 
charcoal burn out and wait about 48 hours before disposing of 
ashes. 

7. Make sure that the person in charge of grilling has a clear 
head and is not distracted from his/her duties. 

 

As always, remember that the greatest safety feature we humans 
have is common sense. Pay attention to what you are doing and if 
you have a bad feeling, run with it. 
 

From: www.safeathome.com 
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UPCOMING  EMA  CLASSES 
Classes listed below with an (*) are required for one or more of the certification levels for 

municipal Emergency Management Coordinators.  Attendees must register on-line or 
through the County EMA office.  Contact Kelle Robinson with any questions concerning 
these classes. 
 

*G-235: EMERGENCY PLANNING COURSE  
 Tuesday, September 26, 2017  8:00 am - 4:00pm, Lycoming County EMA Office 
 Wednesday, September 27, 2017  8:00 am - 4:00 pm, Lycoming County EMA Office 
 

G-393: HAZARD MITIGATION FOR EMERGENCY PLANNERS COURSE 
 Monday, October 23, 2017  8:00 am - 4:00 pm, Lycoming County EMA Office   
 Tuesday, October 24, 2017  8:00 am - 4:00 pm, Lycoming County EMA Office 
 Wednesday, October 25, 2017  8:00 am - 4:00 pm, Lycoming County EMA Office 
 

Other Training Resources: 
 

PEMA TRAINING CALENDAR:      
 

 http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?
open=512&objID=5051&&mode=2 
 

PEMA (ON-LINE) TRAINING:  
     

 https://www.centrelearn.com/login_pa.asp 
 

FEMA (EMI) (ON-LINE) TRAINING:   
 

 http://training.fema.gov/IS/crslist.asp 
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COUNTY SUSTAINS STORM DAMAGE 
 

 The first week of May brought 

with it several storms which caused  

damage to many Lycoming County 

Communities. The first round of storms 

passed through the County on the    

evening of May 1st. In response to the 

storm, the Lycoming County Emergency 

Operations Center was opened with a 

partial activation to assist municipalities 

with any needs they had associated with 

the storms. There was wide spread tree 

damage, power outages, and some   

structural damage. Our own John     

Yingling, sustained tree damage on his 

property from the line of storms that 

passed through. The 9-1-1 Center answered over 950 calls that evening. The           

Department of Public Safety and our neighboring Pre-Release Center also lost power 

as a result of the storm. Thankfully, we have back-up power to continue operations for 

the citizens of Lycoming County.  

 

 A second round of severe storms 

passed through the Eastern part of the 

County later that same week. On May 5th, 

another line of sever storms with         

damaging wind swept through Hughesville 

and surrounding areas. These storms took 

place during business hours so our staff 

was already on stand by when they hit. 

The damage from this storm was once 

again tree and power line damage.  

 

 County EMA staff toured some of 

the affected areas to survey the damage following the storms. Some of the damage 

was devastating to home owners but unfortunately we were unable to reach the State 

level threshold to qualify for any assistance from FEMA.  

 

 Thank you to our EMA and 9-1-1 staff for the extra time they put into assisting 

the public with their needs associated with these storms. An additional thank you goes 

out to area Emergency Management Coordinators for their reports and assistance.  

Tree damage on the property of DPS director,  

John Yingling. 

Storm damage in Hughesville area on May 5th.  
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GETTING TO KNOW OUR EMCs 
 

For the next edition in the series of “Getting to Know Our EMCs”, we will be 

featuring Mr. Chuck Whitford. Mr. Whitford is the Emergency Management 

Coordinator for Eldred Township. He was appointed as EMC  in January of 

1997.  

 

Mr. Whitford has been a lifelong resident of Lycoming County. Chuck    

graduated from Williamsport Area High School and the Pennsylvania College 

of Technology. He holds a degree in Forestry. Along with his title as     

Township EMC, Chuck is also the Chief of the Eldred Township Volunteer 

Fire Company. He is a member of the Trout Run Volunteer Fire Company, an 

EMT for Loyalsock Volunteer Fire Company, and a member of the Masonic 

Lodge #755.  Chuck enjoys giving back to his community and is proud to 

serve Eldred Township and the surrounding communities.  

 

Chuck and his wife, Diane, have been married for 27 years. They are the 

proud parents of a daughter and a son. They also have two grandchildren.  

Diane is also a member of the Eldred Township Volunteer Fire Company and is the current President of their  

Ladies Auxiliary.  

 

During the flooding event the County experienced in October 2016, Chuck also had to handle a gas line break 

which impacted his community.  He was host to Governor Wolf during the his tour of the damaged areas within 

the County. His fire house was the base for the companies involved in the gas line repair and clean up. During 

this incident, Chuck was a great asset to his community and the County. 

 

Lycoming County EMA would like to thank Mr. Chuck Whitford for his many years of service within the county 

and his communities.   
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2017 QUARTERLY TRAINING 

 
 

COUNTY EMA STAFF 
 

Your County EMA staff is proud to serve you, and will always welcome your comments 
and suggestions to promote a better EMA community.  Please contact us at any time. 
 

  TELEPHONE:   570-433-4461 (local) 
      570-329-4061 (local) 
     
  EMAIL: ema@lyco.org  -  for general department email 

COUNTY EMA STAFF PHONE EMAIL 

Dan Dorman, 
EMA Manager 

570-329-4732 ddorman@lyco.org 

Craig Konkle, 
Energy Development Emergency  
Response Coordinator 

570-329-4724 ckonkle@lyco.org 

Kelle Robinson, 
Training & Operations Coordinator 

570-329-4723 krobinson@lyco.org 

Tommie Smith 
Administrative Assistant 

570-329-4722 tsmith@lyco.org 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!!! 
 

Just a reminder, this newsletter is written for you, the emergency responder in Lycoming County.  
If there is something that you wish to see in the newsletter or you have a story that you would like 
to share, please let us know.  We are always looking for ideas for upcoming newsletters! 

March 23 6:30 pm Thursday Holiday Inn 

June 28 7:00 pm Wednesday County EMA Office 

September 28 7:00 pm Thursday County EMA Office 

December 14 7:00 pm Thursday County EMA Office 


