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Minutes of the Meeting of 
October 12, 2017 

Board Room, Executive Plaza 
Pine Street, Williamsport 

 
 
Commissioner McKernan - Present 
Commissioner Mussare - Present 
Commissioner Mirabito - Present 
 
Solicitor Smith - Present 
 
 
1.0  OPERATIONS 

 
1.1  CONVENE COMMISSIONERS MEETING.  Mr. McKernan convened the 

Commissioners Meeting 10:02 a.m. 
 
1.2  APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS.  A motion by Mr. 

Mussare and seconded by Mr. Mirabito and passed (3-0), approved the 
minutes of the previous meeting as they are recorded. 

 
 
1.3  RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENTS (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY).  Mr. McKernan 

opened the floor to public comment on agenda items only, and the following 
were received: 

Todd Lauer of Jersey Shore asked if anyone reviewed the contract for Assistant 
District Attorneys and the Assistant Public Defenders with the Teamsters. 

Solicitor Smith responded that yes they did review it, that is why it was tabled 
previously. 

Mr. Mirabito explained that most of the language in the agreement is very similar 
to language in other agreements. 

Mr. Lauer provided the Commissioners with a hand written docometn regarding 
item 5.1 (Attachment A). 

 
 

Mr. McKernan recessed the Commissioners’ Meeting at 10:07 a.m. 
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Mr. McKernan opened the Final Public Hearing for 2017 CDBG and turned the 
meeting over to Kristin McLaughlin of SEDA COG.  She went over the 
CDBG information (attached). 

The floor was opened to public comment and the following were received: 
Todd Lauer of Jersey Shore asked about the CDBG process. 
Kristin McLaughlin explained that and the administration fee.  
Mr. Mirabito said that the CDBG process is a huge bureaucratic process that is 

best to have experts such as SEDA COG ensure proper compliance. 
Mr. McKernan suggested that if the government made the process easier it would 

be more efficient. The bureaucracy should be cut out. 
 
Mr. McKernan closed the CDBG Hearing at 10:27 
 

Mr. McKernan reconvened the Commissioners’ Meeting at 10:27 a.m. 
 
 

2.0  ACTION ITEMS 
 
2.1  APPROVE 2017 CDBG ITEMS.  A motion by Mr. Mirabito and seconded by 

Mr. Mussare and passed (3-0), approved the following Community 
Development Block Grant documents: 

• Approve projects and allocations for FFY 2017 CDBG funding consideration 
as presented. 

• Adopt Resolution 2017-27 to submit FFY 2017 Community Development 
Block Grant application to the Pennsylvania Department of Community and 
Economic Development. 

• Adopt resolution 2017-28 for Fair Housing. 
• Adopt resolution 2017-29 for CDBG Plan Readoption. 
• Adopt resolution 2017-30 for Section 504 Officer Designation. 
• Approve Section 504 Grievance Procedure Policy 
• Approve CDBG Program Income Reutilization Policy 
• Approve CDBG Procurement Policy 
• Approve CDBG Financial Management Plan 
 
2.2  APPROVE MATP AGREEMENT.  A motion by Mr. Mirabito and seconded by 

Mr. Mussare and passed (3-0), approved Medical Assistance Transportation 
Program participation grant agreement. 

 
2.3  ADOPT RESOLUTION 2017-26.  A motion by Mr. Mussare and seconded by 

Mr. Mirabito and passed (3-0), adopted resolution 2017-26 for purchase of 
a new UPS unit at Armstrong Tower site due to a lightning strike on August 
21, 2017. 

 
2.4  APPROVE PSA WITH JULIAN ALLATT.  A motion by Mr. Mirabito and 

seconded by Mr. Mussare and passed (3-0), approved professional service 
agreement with Julian Allatt, Esq for conflict attorney services in the 
amount of $40,000/annually. 
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2.5  APPROVE AMENDMENT 3 TO AGREEMENT WITH PA DEPT. OF HEALTH.  A 

motion by Mr. Mirabito and seconded by Mr. Mussare and passed (3-0), 
approved amendment 3 to the grant agreement with the PA Department of 
Health for the Lycoming Tigoa and Sullivan EMS program region. 

 
2.6  APPROVE MOA WITH LEVEE MUNICIPALITIES.  A motion by Mr. Mussare 

and seconded by Mr. Mirabito and passed (3-0), approved memorandum of 
agreement for cost sharing with levee municipalities. 

Mr. Mirabito said it is important to work together on a regional basis. 
Mr. Mussare said that the county has a lot of confidence in this consultant. 
Mr. McKernan said that ACT 13 money will be used for this. 
 
2.7  APPROVE 2017 PHARE APPLICATION.  A motion by Mr. Mirabito and 

seconded by Mr. Mussare and passed (3-0), approved 2017 PHARE Grant 
Application to PHFA in the amount of $500,000. 

Kim Wheeler explained this is an application for funding for three separate 
projects. 

Mr. Mirabito said that it is important to keep people in their homes and help with 
senior housing. 

 
2.8  APPROVE NAWCA GRANT SUBMISSION.  A motion by Mr. Mirabito and 

seconded by Mr. Mussare and passed (3-0), approved submittal of the 
Small North American Wildlife Conservation Association grant for the 
Sylvan Dell conservation project to the Fish and Wild Life Service. 

Josh Billings explained this will be used for habitat restoration and preservation. 
Mr. Mirabito explained this would allow access to the river and give people a 

reason to stay in our hotels.  Hopefully this will assist in spurring economic 
development. 

Mr. McKernan said that hopefully the municipalities will understand the urgency 
of putting together an MOU for future ownership. 

Mr. Mussare clarified this is just an application. 
Todd Lauer of Jersey Shore asked for clarification on this action. 
Mr. Mirabito clarified the process for land purchase. 
 
2.9  APPROVE AMENDMENT 1 TO PSA WITH SEEDWAY.  A motion by Mr. 

Mussare and seconded by Mr. Mirabito and passed (3-0), approved 
amendment 1 to professional service agreement with Seedway LLC,  
extending it for one year. 

 
2.10 APPROVE MINOR PERMIT MODIFICATION.  A motion by Mr. Mussare and 

seconded by Mr. Mirabito and passed (3-0), approved minor permit 
modification submission to DEP. 

Michael Hnatin explained this is a permit for temporary storage of contaminated 
soil.   
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2.11 APPROVE PERSONNEL ACTIONS.  A motion by Mr. Mirabito and seconded 
by Mr. Mussare and passed (3-0), approved the following personnel actions: 

District Attorney – Full time replacement Assistant County Detective – NEU – 
union - $18.305/hour effective 10/23/17. 

Prison – Iesha Leatherbury – Glover – Full time LPN – Pay grade 6 - $21.00/hour 
effective 10/22/17. 

Prison – Andrea R. Hoover – Full time LPN – Pay grade 6 - $21.00/hour effective 
10/22/17. 

Prison – Erin M. Dvorscak – Full time LPN – Pay grade 6 - $21.00/hour effective 
10/22/17. 

Prison – Nicole D. Dawson – Full time LPN – Pay grade 6 - $21.00/hour effective 
10/22/17. 

Prison – Beverly V. Agnoni – Full time LPN – Pay grade 6 - $21.00/hour effective 
10/22/17. 

Roxanne Grieco explained that the nurse position rate changes at the prison are 
for retention and recruitment purposes.   

 
2.12 REMOVE FROM TABLE AND APPROVE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 

AGREEMENT.  A motion by Mr. Mirabito and seconded by Mr. Mussare and 
passed (3-0), approved from table and approve collective bargaining 
agreement with the Teamsters Local union 764 for the Assistant District 
Attorneys and the Assistant Public Defenders for the period January 1, 
2017 to December 31, 2021. 

Mr. Mussare said that there are a few provisions in the agreement that were 
compromised on to get this concluded.  He doesn’t feel that taxpayers 
should be paying for collection of the collective bargaining unit dues. 

Solicitor Smith said it is not a legal requirement to do this. 
 

5.0  REPORTS / INFORMATION ITEMS.   
 
5.1 Michael Hnatin announced LCRMS is requesting bids for protective cover 

aggregate material.  
 
5.2 The Commissioners recognized Karla Hanner on her retirement.  
Dan Knerr spoke about Karla’s responsibilities with the Pre Release Center. She 

was solely responsible for the female work crew. 
Kevin DeParlos said that Karla has an outstanding work ethic.  She touched a lot 

of lives. 
Ms. Hanner said that Pre Release personnel is her family and she will miss them 

all. 
 
 

6.0  COMMISSIONER COMMENT.   
Mr. Mussare commented on the flood insurance affordability act of 2014.  He 

asked Fran McJunkin to provide an update. 
Mr. Mussare said there is significant impacts to property values because of this. 

October 12, 2017 



5 

Mr. Mussare spoke about the phone calls he is getting from constituents 
regarding a chicken farm in the valley, and the excessive flies it has 
created.  He pleads with the Health Department and the DEP to do 
something to deal with this problem.  It has been going on for three years. 
It is the result of bad management practices.  It is incomprehensible that 
people have to live like that. 

Mr. Mirabito said that other chicken farms do not have this issue. This is only at 
this one farm.  He is determined to “not let this fly away”. 

 
7.0  PUBLIC COMMENT.  Mr. McKernan opened the floor to public comment and the 

following were received:  
Scott Miller of Tucker Street provided a written statement regarding tourism and 

advertising (Attachment B). 
Mr. McKernan said he wo9uld personally support the Williamsport School District 

if they live up to the commitment regarding the drum and bugle corps. 
Mr. Lower asked about the tower grounding agreement, and if the county is 

paying twice. 
Mr. Mirabito explained we are not. 
Mr. Lauer asked if the Commissioners have discussed his proposal regarding 

roads and bridges and weight restrictions. 
Fran McJunkin explained that the county has no county roads, only bridges. 
 

8.0  NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING.  Mr. McKernan announced the next 
regularly scheduled meeting as a work session on Tuesday, October 17, 2017.  
 

9.0  ADJOURN COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING.  A motion by Mr. Mirabito and seconded 
by Mr. Mussare and passed (3-0), adjourned the Commissioners’ Meeting at 
11:22 a.m. 
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CDBG Attachment 
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Attachment A 
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Attachment B 
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