
Minutes of the Meeting of 
June 27, 2017 

Board Room, Executive Plaza 
Pine Street, Williamsport 

 
 
Commissioner McKernan - Present 
Commissioner Mussare - Present 
Commissioner Mirabito – Present 
 
Solicitor Smith - Present 
 
 
1.0  OPERATIONS 

 
1.1  CONVENE COMMISSIONERS MEETING.  The meeting was convened at 

10:04 a.m. 
 
 

2.0  ACTION ITEMS 
 
2.1  APPROVE CASH REQUIREMENTS REPORT.  A motion by Mr. Mussare and 

seconded by Mr. Mirabito and passed (3-0), approved accounts payable 
cash requirement report through July 5, 2017, for payment on June 28, 
2017, in the amount of $1,674,239.18.  

 
2.2  APPROVE CASH REQUIREMENTS REPORT.  A motion by Mr. Mirabito and 

seconded by Mr. Mussare and passed (3-0), approved accounts payable 
cash requirement report through July 12, 2017, for payment on July 5, 
2017, upon review and approval by Commissioners.  

 
2.3  AWARD CONTRACT TO BIMBO BAKERIES.  A motion by Mr. Mirabito and 

seconded by Mr. Mussare and passed (3-0), awarded contract for bread 
products to Bimbo Bakeries USA Inc.  

 
2.4  AWARD CONTRACT FOR INMATE DETENTION ITEMS.  A motion by Mr. 

Mussare and seconded by Mr. Mirabito and passed (3-0), awarded Award 
contracts for inmate detention clothing and supplies to the following on a 
per item as needed basis: 



Americare Products Inc, Bob Barker Company Inc, Charm Tex, KAR Wing Trading 
Co Inc, O.D. Taragin, Tab Textile Co Inc and Victory Supply Inc. 

 
2.5  APPROVE PSA WITH GLEN MILLS.  A motion by Mr. Mirabito and seconded 

by Mr. Mussare and passed (3-0), approved Professional Service Agreement 
with Glen Mills for 2016-2017 for the Juvenile Probation Office.  

 
2.6  APPROVE PSA WITH DON MARTINO.  A motion by Mr. Mussare and 

seconded by Mr. Mirabito and passed (3-0), approved professional service 
agreement with Don Martino, Esquire for the Juvenile Probation Office.   

 
2.7  APPROVE PSA WITH JEFF YATES .  A motion by Mr. Mussare and seconded 

by Mr. Mirabito and passed (3-0), approved professional service agreement 
with W. Jeffrey Yates, Esquire for the Juvenile Probation Office.   

 
2.8  APPROVE PSA WITH COMMUNITY SOLUTIONS.  A motion by Mr. Mirabito 

and seconded by Mr. Mussare and passed (3-0), approved professional 
service agreement with Community Solutions for 2017-2018 for the 
Juvenile Probation Office.   

 
2.9  APPROVE PSA WITH CROSSROADS.  A motion by Mr. Mussare and 

seconded by Mr. Mirabito and passed (3-0), approved professional service 
agreement with Crossroads Counseling, Inc. for 2017-2018 for the Juvenile 
Probation Office.  

 
2.10  APPROVE PSA WITH RAY MCGINNIS.  A motion by Mr. Mirabito and 

seconded by Mr. Mussare and passed (3-0), approved professional service 
agreement with Ray McGinnis for 2017-2018 for group and family 
counseling for the Juvenile Probation Office. 

Mr. Mirabito noted that he is close personal friends with Mr. McGinnis. 
Solicitor Smith said there is no conflict. 
 
2.11  APPROVE PSA WITH HOPE.  A motion by Mr. Mussare and seconded by Mr. 

Mirabito and passed (3-0), approved professional service agreement with 
HOPE Enterprises /Dr. Dowell Neuropsychological Services for 2017-2018 
for neuropsychological services. for the Juvenile Probation Office.   

 
2.12  APPROVE AMENDMENT TO WATS AGREEMENT.  A motion by Mr. Mussare 

and seconded by Mr. Mirabito and passed (3-0), approved amendment to 
agreement with PA Department of Transportation for WATS program 
#520903.  

 
2.13  APPROVE DCNR GRANT EXTENSION.  A motion by Mr. Mussare and 

seconded by Mr. Mirabito and passed (3-0), approved Approve grant 
agreement with DCNR for River Walk Extension C2P2 Grant #BRC-TAG-22-
47.  

 



2.14  APPROVE PURCHASE FROM MITEL.  A motion by Mr. Mirabito and 
seconded by Mr. Mussare and passed (3-0), approved purchase from Mitel 
for VoIP telephones and licenses off of state contract in the amount of $ 
89,937.52.  

 
2.15  APPROVE RERF GRANT RECEIPT .  A motion by Mr. Mirabito and seconded 

by Mr. Mussare and passed (3-0), approved grant receipt from PEMA for 
2017-2018 Radiation Emergency Response Fund in the amount of $5,876.  

 
2.16  APPROVE AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT WITH STEP.  A motion by Mr. 

Mirabito and seconded by Mr. Mussare and passed (3-0), approved 
amendment to subrecipient monitoring contract with STEP, Inc. for 2015 
PHARE. 

 
2.17  APPROVE AGREEMENT WITH MICROSOFT.  A motion by Mr. Mirabito and 

seconded by Mr. Mussare and passed (3-0), approved renewal agreement 
with Microsoft for Software licensing.  

 
2.18  APPROVE AGREEMENT WITH MICROSOFT.  A motion by Mr. Mirabito and 

seconded by Mr. Mussare and passed (3-0), approved renewal agreement 
with Microsoft for SQL licensing. 

 
 

6.0  COMMISSIONER COMMENT.  The floor was opened to commissioner comment 
and the following were received:  
Mr. Mirabito again encouraged citizens to contact their legislators and voice their 

concerns on the negative impact on counties that the proposed state and 
federal budgets will cause. 

Mr. Mussare said that it is important to know that local taxes may have to be 
increased to make up the deficiencies these proposed budgets will create.  
We need pension reform to reduce taxes. 

 
7.0  PUBLIC COMMENT.  The floor was opened to public comment and the following 

were received:  
Todd Lauer from Jersey Shore asked the status of the emergency water heaters at 
the prison. 
Mya Toon responded that the PO was processed. 
Director McDermott explained that there is a 4-6 week lead time for the parts. 
John Bogle of Williamsport provided a copy of his research which is attached.  He 
explained he is dissatisfied with the Visitor’s Bureau being run by the Chamber of 
Commerce.  He said that the Chamber of Commerce is not a charitable 
organization, but a 501(C)(6), a business association, similar to a labor union.  It 
should not be given public monies.  The financials they provide do not give much 
information.  If money is being merged between the Chamber of Commerce and 
the Visitor’s Bureau, it would be inappropriate and illegal.   
Mr. Bogle raised several questions on the financials. 
Mr. Mussare suggested he contact the Chamber and its board members to ask 
these questions. 



John Bogle replied that you pass the money through to the Visitor’s Bureau so 
you have fiduciary responsibility to know where it goes. 
Mr. Mirabito agreed with Mr. Bogle.  He explained that the Commissioners 
scrutinize all other expenses/bills, but not the hotel tax money.  He added that 
the commissioners appoint to all authorities and boards, but they do not appoint 
members to the Tourist Promotion Agency.  The Chamber of Commerce is 
creating a shell game with the Visitor’s Bureau and the C of C.  We are being 
delinquent in our responsibilities to know where this money is being used. 
Mr. Mussare commented that there are constituents that have issues greater 
than this who need help.  We already addressed this. 
Mr. Bogle continued asking questions on how the money is being spent.  He 
wants more details on how it is being used. 
Mr. Mirabito said we do not get answers from the Chamber, and these issues 
have not been vetted.  Mr. Mirabito noted that he has been in office 18 months 
and has been stone walled by the Chamber in response to questions about the 
use of hotel tax money.  He asked the CofC pointed questions and they did not 
answer.  This is public money! 
Mr. Bogle went over addition information in his research. 
Mr. Mirabito made a motion to suspend payment to the Chamber of 
Commerce/Visitor’s Bureau and hold that money in the Treasurer’s until the 
answers are received and it is determined that this money is being used correctly. 
This motion died for lack of a second. 
Mr. McKernan said that he will give the document provided by Mr. Bogle to the 
Chamber to ask for answers.  He said that he did not want to hold a trial without 
the defendant [Chamber of Commerce] present. 
Mr. Mussare suggested a meeting be held outside the public meeting to discuss 
these issues with whoever would like to attend. 
Mr. Bogle addressed the issues of the salaries for Jason Fink and Vince Matteo. 
Mr. Mussare said this is a public meeting where there are rules to be followed 
(Robert’s Rules) and we are not following them. This is not a town hall meeting! 
Mr. Mussare excused himself at 12:00 p.m. as he had to attend another meeting. 
Mr. Mirabito asked Beth Johnston if we pay the CofC membership dues. 
Beth Johnston replied yes, and have for over 18 years. 
Mr. Mirabito asked why we are a Chamber member and not a member of other 
organizations like the West Branch Builders Association. 
Mr. McKernan asserted that he fully supports the county being a Chamber 
member.  It works for the community toward economic development. 
Mr. Mirabito made a motion to put out a Request for Proposal for the use of hotel 
tax money. 
This motion died for lack of a second. 
Mr. Bogle commented that the current vision of the Visitor’s Bureau is narrow 
because it has taken on the interests of the Chamber.  The two should be 
separate! 
Mike Hyde of Montoursville emphasized this is not just a “John Bogle issue”.  
There are several present to support his view.  He wanted to know when they can 
expect answers.  He added information that the visitor’s guide on the website is 
from 2012-2013.  There are numerous other errors as well. 



Glenda Hyde of Montoursville voiced concerns with the current health care bill 
and the proposed cuts to Medicaid.  She is concerned with the affects on her 
taxes going up. 
Mr. McKernan replied to Mrs. Hyde and said we hear you and agree. We are 
working on it and trying to look out for the citizens of our community. 
Verna Carruso of Williamsport added that she continues to call various legislators 
to voice her concerns on the budget and it falls on deaf ears. She requests the 
Commissioners do this. 
Mr. Mirabito made a motion to set aside money from the hotel tax monies to do a 
forensic audit on the Visitor’s Bureau and hold the remaining money in the 
treasurer’s office. 
This motion died for lack of a second. 
Mr. Mirabito made a motion to set aside the increased tax that will be effective 
July 1, 2017, when it goes from 3% to 5% and hold it at the Treasurer’s office 
until these issues are resolved. 
This motion died for lack of a second. 
 

8.0  NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING.  Mr. McKernan announced the next 
regularly scheduled meeting to be held Thursday, June 29, 2017.  
 

9.0  ADJOURN COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:33 
a.m. 

 
 
  



Prepared comments by John Bogle 
 

 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 


